Definitive emergency treatment of perforated duodenal ulcer.
A retrospective survey was made of all patients with a proved diagnosis of perforated duodenal ulcer admitted to a regional hospital during a recent six year period. The over-all mortality from this condition in the 192 patients was 11.4 per cent and mortality after operation, 6.3 per cent. One hundred and seventy-six patients were treated surgically. Seventy-seven patients underwent simple suture only with a mortality of 13 per cent and are compared with 99 patients treated by emergency vagotomy and pyloroplasty procedures with a 1 per cent mortality. Emergency definitive operations were performed without increased morbidity, mortality or hospital stay by junior surgeons with greatly improved long term results compared with simple suture. At the present time, emergency vagotomy and pyloroplasty procedures are the treatment of choice for a perforated duodenal ulcer.